116 "1905 made me see the Poles differently. Our courage
was rotted and so lost. It is necessary to begin again, to
learn to be brave and courageous. More than a century
without a Polish army has made us the most peaceful
people in the world—the ideal of pacifists!
"But, you argue, half a million Poles are constantly
going into one army or another. If a war should come,
more than a million would serve. True, but a man go-
ing into the army becomes at once a foreigner, the sol-
dier of one of the Partitioners. Even the peasants feel
the same and call a man returned from his military
service 'the Russian' (using a very derogatory word in
Polish), while educated men think back on their years
in this army or that one as a nightmare.
"If the nation wishes to break away from the chains
of slavery, it must have its own army, its own defenders.
If we don't have it, if we take no part in the next war
between Austria and Kussia, we will erase our name for
a long time from the ranks of living nations. Europe
will cease to take us into consideration. Our neighbors
will destroy us and we will be eternally slaves."
He ended the long discussion about independence and
began real preparations to achieve it by armed force. The
announcement of his plan to organize an illegal military
force to fight against czardom met with ridicule at first.
Slowly people came to accept his idea. He opened a
military treasury in Krakow in 1909. He formed shoot-
ing clubs that were called the Strzelec (St-jel'ess—Kiflle-
men's Association). The followipg year he took advan-
tage of a new Austrian law to encourage patriotic soci-
eties for sports and legalized the Btrselec.
This became very popular with young men. It spread
rapidly all through Austrian Poland where they could
meet openly and practise shooting, where they could
march and drill. It spread across the frontier into Rus-
sian Poland where it was perforce a secret organization,
always in very small groups. It spread too among Poles

